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Annotation 

This article highlights the cornerstone for a child's future intellectual and social 

success is the preschool years. Although preschool education is available in many 

nations, there are significant differences in early childhood education's quality and 

methodology. With links to various nations, we give a thorough overview of the 

preschool education system overseas in this page. 
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Preschool education is an important foundation for a child's future academic and 

social success. While preschool education is available in most countries, the 

quality and approach to early childhood education can vary greatly. In this article, 

we will provide a comprehensive overview of the preschool system abroad, with 

references to specific countries. 

 

United States 



In the United States, preschool education is not mandatory and is typically offered 

to children between the ages of three and five. Preschools in the United States can 

be public or private, and the curriculum can vary greatly. Some preschools focus 

on play-based learning, while others have a more structured academic curriculum. 

 

According to the National Institute for Early Education Research, only 43% of 

four-year-olds in the United States are enrolled in a public preschool program. 

However, there has been a push in recent years to expand access to preschool 

education, particularly for low-income families. 

 

 

United Kingdom 



In the United Kingdom, preschool education is known as "nursery school" or 

"nursery education." Nursery education is available to children between the ages of 

three and four and is typically offered for three hours a day, five days a week. 

Nursery education is not mandatory, but the government provides funding for all 

three and four-year-olds to attend. 

 

Developing social-emotional skills is critical for school readiness for all children. 

For example, when children enter kindergarten, they will be expected to ask for 

help, take turns, be kind, and interact with others in a positive way. Instruction in 

social-emotional skills will help children learn how to share, cooperate, and 

maintain positive relationships with friends; identify and regulate emotions; and 

deal with problematic social situations. By focusing on social-emotional skills in 

preschool, children will be better prepared for the kindergarten setting which has 

higher expectations and more formal curriculum. 

Executive function skills include paying attention, following directions, thinking 

flexibly, and exhibiting self-control and self-regulation. Developing executive 

function skills prepares children for challenges they will face when solving 

problems, remembering instructions, and learning in school. These skills can also 

help children manage interpersonal conflicts and other emotional situations. For 

example, when children can think flexibly and shift their attention to consider 

different aspects of a social situation, they are better able to solve the problem they 

are facing. 



 

Sweden 

In Sweden, preschool education is known as "förskola" and is available to all 

children between the ages of one and five. Preschool education in Sweden is highly 

valued and is considered an important part of the country's welfare system. 

 

Preschool education in Sweden is play-based and focuses on socialization, 

creativity, and problem-solving skills. The curriculum is not standardized, but all 

preschools are required to follow the national curriculum guidelines. 



 

Japan 

In Japan, preschool education is known as "yochien" and is available to children 

between the ages of three and six. Preschool education in Japan is highly structured 

and academic, with a focus on early literacy and numeracy skills. 

Conclusion 

The preschool system abroad can vary greatly in terms of curriculum, structure, and 

availability. While some countries, like Sweden, prioritize preschool education as an 

important part of their welfare system, others, like the United States, have limited 

access to public preschool programs. It is important for parents to research and 

understand the preschool system in their country of residence to ensure that their 

child receives a high-quality early childhood education. 
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